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Editor’s Model of the Month
Grier Kuehn submitted this trifecta, photographed in the yard on his layout, to take first place in the February Bring’n’Brag contest. He modeled and weathered this P&LE consist of diesel locomotives based on a March 1981 photo taken by Kevin Tomasic in McKees Rocks Yard, which was published in Richard
Borkowski’s Pittsburgh & Lake Erie Railroad in Color, volume 1 (Morning Sun Books). Grier notes that the GE “U-Boat” #2808 is a Stewart model and the
other two are from Athearn; all three were detailed to varying degrees to achieve what you see here, and Grier even re-motored EMD #2056.

Meeting Schedule

Bring’n’Brag

March 21, 2021 - Division 2 Meeting, 2:30pm
Zoom Online Meeting & Program—Open to all Members
Charlie Blenko: “Modeling Underpasses with 3D Priinting”
April 18, 2021 - Division 2 Meeting, 2:30pm
Zoom Online Meeting & Program—Open to all Members
Dave Ackmann: “Clinic on 3D Printing”

Get the Color Version of the Keystone Flyer — as
well as Online Extras — as soon as it comes out and
other Division 2 news flashes and announcements via
email. Contact Susan Werner:

Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
May
Jun
Aug
Sep
Oct
Nov

Anything goes
Motive Power: Diesel, Electric
& Traction
Motive Power: Steam
Freight Cars
Quarantine Special *Part Le Deux*
Non-Revenue (incl. cabooses)
Passenger Cars
Vehicles
Structures
Prototype Photos

Submission Deadline for next Flyer:
March 28, 2021
Visit us online at
keystonedivision.org

swerner48@yahoo.com
Keystone Flyer
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Division Elected Officers
I want to begin by offering a proper Welcome
Aboard from the membership and from me to
the new members who attended our February
Zoom meeting. We hope that you will enjoy
being part of Division 2.

Superintendent
Frank Benders
(304) 296-2318
fbenders@comcast.net

I was glad to see nearly twice the number of people attending
than we had seen in January. Our Bring ‘n’ Brag participation
is also increasing. (Remember that Arley Mitchell is stepping
down as chair of the BnB committee and we will be needing a
new chair in May.)
People are becoming more comfortable with Zoom, but the
big change has been the addition of programs. I want to thank
Andrew Blenko for setting up virtual programs and I’m sure
we are all looking forward to our next meeting and program
on March 21.
Till then,
Stay Safe.

... Frank Benders
Meeting Notes
Our March 21 business meeting, and the program that follows
it (to be presented by Charlie Blenko), will again be virtual this
month, using the Zoom online meeting platform. The entire
membership is invited to attend, but you will need to provide
Susan Werner with your email address (if you have not already done so) in order to receive participation credentials
(i.e. the website login information). Full meeting and program
details are given on page 7, including a reminder about how
we will “pass the hat” this year while we cannot meet in person.

NOTICE ON EMAIL SCAMS
You have probably heard of (or received) a phone call from
the “IRS” or “Social Security” warning you about unpaid
taxes or a hacked SSN. Well, now the scammers have set
their sights on us! A current “phishing” scam is using the
public names and email addresses of some of our officers to
prey on members’ generosity by asking for contributions
(usually gift cards) for a worthy cause or group (typically
veterans).
Such an email may appear to be from someone you
know (from our masthead), but it is NOT; they are in fact
“spoofing” this person’s email address, and they may even
sign the mail with that person’s name. If you receive such an
email, please either ignore it, or you may report it to your
internet service provider or email host. Please know that
Division Two or any of its officers will NEVER solicit a donation from you for a third party. Don’t let them trick you into
sending money that would be better spent on model trains!
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Asst. Superintendent,
Meetings & Programs
Andy Blenko
awblenko@comcast.net

Chief Clerk
George Pandelios
(717) 503-3192
gpandelios@verizon.net

Division Appointed Officers
Treasurer
Jeff Gregg
(724) 348-5855
jwg625@comcast.net

Company Store
Susan Werner
(724) 379-8584
swerner48@yahoo.com

Achievement Program
Dennis Vaccaro
(724) 929-2190
vaccaro_dennis@yahoo.com

Bring’n’Brag
Arely Mitchell

Webmaster & Membership
Tom Gaus
(412) 731-8846
webmaster@keystonedivision.org

Keystone Flyer Editor
Patrick Altdorfer
(412) 559-3079
patrick.altdorfer@gmail.com

Grier Kuehn
Neal Schorr
Jim Sacco

arleymitchell@frontier.com

Jamboree Committee
gekuehn@comcast.net
naskss@yahoo.com
ctyclsscs@aol.com

Module Committees
FreeMo (HO scale) group
Patrick Altdorfer
patrick.altdorfer@gmail.com
T-Trak (N scale) group
Richie Jodon
Jim Braum

richjodon30@gmail.com
jimmy_braum@yahoo.com

The Keystone Flyer is published ten times a year by
Division Two of the National Model Railroad Association,
Mid-Central Region. Subscription to the Flyer is included
with your NMRA membership and sent via e-mail directly to
each member who chooses to receive the newsletter in this
format. Alternatively, you may also read the Flyer online, or
download a copy onto your computer or mobile device by
navigating to the link on the Division Two website
[www.keystonedivision.org]. Members without internet access or an e-mail address may request a printed copy from
the Division; please send your name, address, and phone
number to: P a t r i c k A l t d o r f e r , Editor, 6 3 3 3 M o r r o w f i e l d A v e n u e , Pittsburgh, PA 15217. Pike ads are
available to publicize your home or club model rail empires
for a $15.00 yearly fee. You may supply artwork or have it
produced by the editor for a nominal fee. Pike ads are also
posted in full color on the Division website.
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Bring’n’Brag

Arley Mitchell

January 2021

February 2021

Hello everyone! I hope that all of you are well. First off, I want to thank everyone for their patience in the late tabulation and announcements of the January
Bring ‘n’ Brag Contest. For those of you who are unaware, I had cataract surgery
on both eyes the first half of January, and there were complications that extended
my recovery period until early February, though I am doing better now. Ok, let’s
get on with it the contests!

Hello everyone! Well, here we are in February. I wonder if everyone is getting
as stir crazy as I am. All the inside time due to the weather and pandemic has
yielded a lot of quality model railroad time for me and I hope for you as well.

For January the category was “Anything Goes”. We had 7 entries (photos were
published in the February issue —Ed.):
Two entries tied for First Place (and earned 3 points each):
Grier Kuehn won for his Produce Yard: Lots of detail, as Grier always packs
into his railroad and his entries. All the trucks are favorites of mine. Nice looking building! Great Job, Grier!
And George Pandelios won for his PRR Panhandle Bridge: I drive past this
structure at least 2 days a week and am sometimes fortunate to catch a train on it.
George did a really nice job in the bridge, water and the approach structures. The
working navigation lights are a nice touch. Great job, George!

We had 4 entries for the month of February in the category “Motive Power:
Diesel, Electric, and Traction.” Everyone placed in the top three.
First Place, by a landslide, went to Grier Kuehn for his P&LE consist (photo
on cover page). One thing that I learned from seeing P&LE units was that they
were hardly ever clean. Grier captured that nicely. While I never saw the U28’s
on a train, I did frequently see the SW1500’s with the GP38’s. Outstanding
work, Grier!
Second Place went to myself, Arley Mitchell for my MILW SD10 (below). I
was pawing around on the Internet a few months ago and ran across the conversion kit for this model. I was fairly certain that no one else around this area
would have anything like this. So I ordered it and jumped into it. I went into
most of the details in my description, which I’m not going to repeat here. Suffice
to say that it was not an easy job and great care must be taken to keep from damaging the existing shell. I learned a lot and will do better on the second unit.

In Second Place (2 points) was Neal Schorr, who entered his Concrete TBeam Bridge: Neal included a bit of interesting history and how he built the
bridge from just two pieces of wood. Neal really co-authors the “flavor” of these
structures. Excellent Job, Neal!
Winning Third Place (1 point) was Jimmy Braum for his Amtrak #159 winter
diorama. In his description, Jimmy refers to an “interesting traffic accident” in
the background, it looks like the truck may have been a bit too high for the
bridge under which it is stuck. How do you explain that to the boss? I’m glad
I’m not in the driver’s shoes. Jimmy did a nice job here with the snow, which
looks really good. Super Job, Jimmy.
There were three other entries submitted in January:
Jim Sacco entered a kitbashed warehouse building. Jim built this for a friend and
mentions that it took a lot of fitting, filing, and cutting to get the finished product. A nice job with the finished building. Nice job, Jim!
Mark Vinski entered two Chessie B&O engines. The bright colors on the Chessie paint job are hard to beat. When clean, those colors really made a locomotive
look great! Passenger equipped Geeps on Chessie were always a great picture to
snag as they were somewhat rare. Mark started off with Athearn GP7
models and removed some existing details and added a lot more.
Great work here, Mark!

The other two entries tied for Third Place:
Neal Schorr entered his Williams PRR E7 (below) that he turned into quite a
good looking locomotive. He added a number of detail parts and did a bit of
painting on the kick plates. Nice work, Neal!
And Jimmy Braum also earned a third place spot with his SD60M #6001
(below left). I’d gotten a preview of this locomotive earlier this month. I pretty
well figured that Jimmy would enter it this month, and I was not disappointed.
Jimmy added a number of details and also listed all of the paint used. He really
has a nice result with the finished products. Nice work, Jimmy!
Nice work to everyone this month. A lot of hard work was put into these and it
shows.

And Tom Gaus entered an historical map. Tom did a lot of research
to get to the final destination. As a bonus he found some useful info
on how the PRR connected with a couple of other railroads. Nice
Job, Tom!

The March contest is Motive Power: Steam. Submit your entry (photo and description) NOW through Saturday, March 13 at 12 noon to tom@tomgaus.com, then send your vote to arleymitchell@frontier.com by Saturday, March 20 at 12noon. Good luck!
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Grier Kuehn
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George Pandelios

03

Neal Schorr

03

Jimmy Braum

02

Arley Mitchell
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Gary P. Nastase - President & CEO
Kathleen A. Nastase - Train Wifey … R.I.P.
207 State Street
Woodbury, PA 16695
gpnastase02j20@gmail.com
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George Pandelios
February 21, 2021 Business Meeting
This general division meeting was gaveled open by Superintendent Frank Benders at 2:31 PM. He thanked Dennis Coglianese
for hosting the meeting via Zoom.
Pass the Hat: Jeff Gregg indicated that 4-5 folks had sent in
contributions for Pass-the-Hat.
There were no new members or guests.
The minutes of the January meeting were accepted as published
in Keystone Flyer online by acclamation with Dennis Vaccaro
proposing the motion and Andy Blenko seconding it.

Committee Reports:
Flyer: Patrick Altdorfer noted that the submission deadline for
next issue is February 28. He still doesn’t have any classified
ads as yet. He appealed to any members who might have items
to sell.
Treasurer: Jeff Gregg reported that the division is solvent.
Andy Blenko reported that there is no activity on the convention account.
Programs: Andy Blenko indicated that for the March meeting
his son Charlie had completed a scene on their layout based on
the prototype. Charlie is willing to conduct a clinic showing
how the two highway underpasses were studied, designed, and
3D printed. In April, Andy has recruited a gentleman from Division 10 to discuss how he got into 3D printing, his experiences and his observations. Andy has seen this presentation and
was impressed with the comprehensive nature of the clinic; it
assumes no one knows anything about the subject.
Company Store: Susan Werner reported that she has 4 books on
order; they will be shipped when the last one is available
(probably at the end of the month). The store continues to receive small orders for decals.
Membership: Tom Gaus reported that we have 206 members.
Frank indicated that there were still several (3) deceased members listed. Susan noted that NMRA requires some proof of
passing. Tom will try to locate obituaries for these people and
send them to Paul Novak at NMRA Regional to get the rolls
corrected.
Tom indicated that we have 3 new members according to the
NMRA rolls: David Havrilla, Robert Dye, and Miriam Crespo.
Andy asked if there were any merit to assigning mentors to
these new members – reminding of meetings and inviting them
to events? He noted that this could be crucial to retaining members, especially when we are not having in-person meetings.
Frank directed Susan to contact these members once she has
Keystone Flyer

their e-mail addresses. Tom will send all the new members’ email addresses to Susan. She will work to involve new members not on her e-mail blast lists.
Website: Tom Gaus reported that the Bring-N-Brag is the most
active part of the website. He is going to leave all of the entries
up for the entire year. He has also been posting links to the
YouTube videos; these are called Tidbits.
Free-Mo: Patrick Altdorfer reported that Free-Mo remains
dormant.
Bring-N-Brag: Arley Mitchell was not present but had previously
given Frank his report. Frank reported that the number of participants had increased. He noted that Arley has decided to retire
from running the B-N-B; April will be the last month he runs it.
Frank is looking for a volunteer; otherwise he will need to form a
committee to find a candidate.
Video Library: Bud Brock was not present, so no report.
Achievement Program: Dennis Vaccaro reported that one member is working on his Dispatcher but no one has completed anything yet.
T-Trak: Jimmy Braum indicated that there was no T-Trak activity; he is trying to keep the Facebook page going.
MCR 2023 Convention: Frank indicated that Keith DeVault has
called the NMRA attorney several times regarding the “At Risk”
policy and has not received a response on the context of having
Grier Keuhn’s grandson attend the MCR 2023 Convention. Grier
stated that he had received his membership renewal and noticed
that the new application form has a category labeled “student
members 19-26.” He wondered if that meant you couldn’t be a
member if you are a minor – has that changed? Jeff Gregg asked
if this indicated there was still a Youth category. Grier examined
the form more closely and found that there are categories for
“student members 19-25” and for “family member – spouse or
minor child of above member.” Family members do not receive a
copy of the NMRA Magazine, cannot vote, nor can they hold
office. The membership cost for them is $9 annually. That still
doesn’t cover the situation of grandchildren. Grier noted that he
must still get a notarized permission note from the parents in
order to protect the NMRA. Susan stated that the category
“family member” means the person must reside at the same address as the member. Ken Hanawalt asked if that meant he couldn’t bring a neighbor child to a meeting. Grier responded in the
affirmative, indicating that this was the same sort of issue that
resulted in lawsuits that bankrupted the Boy Scouts. The NMRA
is being proactive in attempting to forestall this type of liability.
Joe Birsa noted that adult members of organizations that work
with youth are required to pass background checks. However,
this is a different situation as the NMRA has no control over who
attends a meeting. Therefore, they are insuring that attending

March 2021 | Volume 63, Issue 03

Page 5

Minutes

(cont’d from page 6)

youth have the knowledge and permission of their parents. Joe down in June of this year due to the retirement of the owner.
acknowledged that the NMRA is not alone in having to deal Jimmy also noted that the employees are going to buy the O
with this issue.
scale line and make it a go of it. George Pandelios and Patrick
indicated that this part of the news was a surprise. Patrick stated
Old Business:
that he already had prepared a news item for the March edition
Frank took an informal poll as to the effectiveness of the meet- of the Flyer and asked Jimmy for a link or any other reliable
ing reminder e-mails Susan sends out. The consensus was that sources for the O scale part of the announcement. Jimmy promthey were effective and should continue. He thanked Susan for ised to look into that and to forward any reliable source (other
her efforts.
than Facebook rumors) he turned up.
New Business:
Frank asked for volunteers to run Bring-N-Brag after April.
Tom Gaus recommended that Susan send out an e-mail asking
for volunteers and she agreed to do so. Mike Hohn suggested
that the e-mail describe Arley’s duties for the position so that
people understand what they are signing up for. Grier noted that
Bring-N-Brag schedule doesn’t have a category for May because Arley followed last year’s schedule (May was reserved for
the Convention which was cancelled). Last year, Patrick had
suggested the creation of a special catch-all category called
Quarantine Special. After a very short discussion, this approach
was put to a vote and passed unanimously by acclimation.
Concerns & Questions:
Susan reported that once again members’ e-mails are being
hacked and members are being asked for gift cards and access to
Amazon accounts. She indicated that if e-mail blasts were sent
every time this happened, people would begin ignoring them.
Susan recommended putting a cautionary tale in the Keystone
Flyer instructing members to disregard any such received emails and thus handling the situation permanently in that manner.

Mike Hohn reported that the Mon Valley Model Railroad Club
is moving out of its downtown Morgantown location to the
Mountaineer Mall. The landlord at the previous location wanted
to raise their rent. With the pandemic limiting public events and
fund-raising, the club decided to relocate. The new space is
much larger and parking is free. Mike said that the club is in the
process of upgrading the electrical capacity in the space and
obtaining a certificate of occupancy. The old layout has been
torn down, but the club’s modules are still available for use.
WVU’s program for older people resides in the mall as does a
children’s museum. The new space has room for meetings, bathrooms, and is an all-around much better environment.
Andy Blenko thanked George Pandelios for volunteering to present his layout as an on-line program at the meeting. Andy has
attended other divisions’ virtual meetings and has been encouraged by what they are doing in the way of clinics and presentations. He feels that these virtual presentations are a very effective way to deal with the pandemic until we can all attend meetings in person. Andy hopes to have others step-up to present
their layouts for touring or give clinics.
Frank noted that the next Division meeting will be March 21,
2021 and that it will be virtual.

For the Good of the Division:
Dennis Vaccaro reported that he had sold 1 more building
through the website. He is down to zero HO signal towers and 1
HO telegraph office. He will order a small batch of additional
model kits just before the 2023 convention just to have them on
the table. Frank asked if Dennis had heard from the person doing
the review of the kits. Dennis answered no. Tom asked Dennis if
the website should continue to feature the kits. Dennis responded affirmatively; kits can still be purchased through the website.

With business concluded, Frank adjourned the meeting at 3:14
PM.

After the meeting, George Pandelios presented a program on his
PRR Panhandle Division layout.

Jimmy Braun reported that ScaleTrains had purchased MTH
(Mike’s Train House) HO & S tooling lines. MTH is closing

MTH sells HO and S scale tooling to ScaleTrains.com
At the end of January, MTH Electric Trains announced that as it winds down its business operation due to CEO Mike Wolf’s
planned summer 2021 retirement, it has agreed to sell all of its HO and S scale tooling to ScaleTrains.com. The final disposition of
the company’s O-gauge tooling and other assets is at press time still a mystery… Jimmy Braum mentioned at the February
meeting that there have been rumors on the boards that the O-gauge portion of the business may continue by means of an employee buyout, an option that Wolf himself hinted at in his farewell letter last summer, though this has not been confirmed. If you
hear anything, please drop a dime and let me know, and I will get that information out in these pages!
- Patrick Altdorfer, Editor
Keystone Flyer
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THE MARCH MEETING IS VIRTUAL!
Our March 21 meeting is again virtual, using the Zoom online meeting platform. and the entire membership is invited
to attend. Susan will send out a link by email on/around Thursday, March 18; please be sure to check your “spam”
folder in your email program, because sometimes mass mailings wind up there instead of the inbox. You may need to
define “swerner48@yahoo.com” as a “trusted sender” if your email client allows this, which would ensure that you
do not miss this or other email from Susan.

Program: “Modeling Prototype Underpasses with 3D Printing”
Charlie Blenko is taking a Sunday break from the books to present this
month’s program. In his presentation, Charlie will show you “… how to
model specific underpasses based off measurements and photos of PRR
prototypes in Latrobe, PA. 3D printing, sheet styrene, foam abutments,
and brass handrails were combined to create convincing replicas of two
underpasses. The underpasses were incorporated into the layout without
disturbing existing plywood and trackage.” Having seen some of the work
that Charlie has produced using 3D printing for his and Andy’s Conrail
themed “Pittsburgh Mainline” layout — particularly his HO scale entrance
hall for Penn Station, Pittsburgh (now the Pennsylvanian Condo) — I can tell you that you will not want to miss this
one. Charlie kindly provided the picture at right as a preview. (And yes, that is him speeding away in Andy’s 1970
Chevelle SS, in case you are wondering.) Charlie’s program will run about 30-40 minutes, and it will begin inside the
Zoom portal, right after a short post-meeting break.

Zoom Meetings—Pass the Hat
REMINDER: Members are encouraged to contribute $10 this year as a way to virtually “pass the hat.” As stated last
month, a donation of this amount is equivalent to the typical $1 donation at our 10 in-person meetings, and it will
help to defray costs and keep members involved. If you can, please send a check made out to “NMRA MCR Keystone
Division 2” to:
Division Two, NMRA, MCR
P.O. Box 223
Gastonville, PA 15336
Thank you in advance for your consideration.
- Andy Blenko, Assistant Superintendent

Classified Advertisements
For Sale: 145 wire nuts (packages of 50 each) for 16-22 AWG wire, rated for 300V max. Take them all for $5. Shipping
extra. PayPal or USPS money order preferred. gpandelios@verizon.net or 717.503.3192
For Sale: Flex-rock Casting (Mountains-in-Minutes #502G): flexible 17” x 7.5” foam multi-colored rock casting that can
be bent to shape or easily cut. Glues with hot glue or rubber cement; beautifully colored & shaded, bought new $24,
never used; your price $12. gpandelios@verizon.net or 717.503.3192
For Sale: 2 Chooch Large Cut Stone Walls (HO/O/G) – flexible, peel & stick. MSRP is $14 each, my price is $5 each.
Shipping extra. PayPal or USPS money order preferred. gpandelios@verizon.net or 717.503.3192
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The Keystone Flyer
Division Two, NMRA, MCR
P.O. Box 223
Gastonville, PA 15336

NEXT MEETING:
Virtual meeting, March 21

www.MVRRC.org
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