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June 2023 Vol. 65, Issue 06 

Bring’n’Brag 

Jan Anything goes 
Feb Motive Power: Diesel, Electric 

& Traction 
Mar Motive Power: Steam 
Apr Freight Cars 
May *** MCR Regional Convention *** 
Jun Non-Revenue (incl. cabooses) 
Aug Passenger Cars 
Sep Vehicles 
Oct Structures 
Nov Prototype Photos 

Meeting Schedule 

June 25, 2023 - Division 2 Meeting, 2:30pm 
Greater Tri-Town Area Historical Society 
203 Howell Street 
Dawson, PA 15428 
Program: Andy Blenko, “Trains across the Pond” 

July 2023 – NO MEETING

August 20, 2023 c- Keystone Division 2 Annual Picnic
Henley Park, Leetsdale, PA

MCR Convention Coverage Inside! 

Get the Color Version of the Keystone Flyer — as
well as Online Extras — as soon as it comes out and
other Division 2 news flashes and announcements
via email. Contact Susan Werner: 

swerner48@yahoo.com 

Submission Deadline for next Flyer: 
July 23, 2023 

Visit us online at 
keystonedivision.org 

What can I say?  I’m a sucker for frame loads!  This model was one of several on display in the conventon Contest Room in
support of a clinic on the topic by John Brown, MMR.  These vertcal stacks have been the defacto method of moving frames
since the 70’s (at least … I didn’t make it to the clinic!), replacing the earlier “leaners” slightly visible ot the right.  Frame loads
have been a common open-car load for nearly a century, and contnue today!
All photos in this issue by Patrick Altdorfer … commentary by Guest Editor Dennis Lippert

Editor’s Model of the Month 
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The Rails to Pittsburgh Mid-
Central Region Convention is now 
in the books!  We hosted 
over 225 regional members and 
115 attendees at the banquet.  

Division 2 members did very well 
in the modeling contest AND both 
Susan Werner and Richard Turton

received their MMR plaques at the convention banquet which
was attended by National and Regional NMRA leadership.  

The reports we’ve received so far have been very favorable.  We
had a few moments of concern, but the convention team stepped
up and resolved every issue!  Great work team!!!

Now it’s time to turn our attention to other things.  Planning for
the 2024 Jamboree has already started thanks to the efforts of
Grier Keuhn and Neal Schorr.  While this is a shorter event than
the convention, there will be much to do, so please consider
volunteering to help.

There are other things to focus on besides events.  Membership in
the division has grown, reversing a trend of lost members over
the last several years.  I think we need to find ways to increase
member engagement to build on this trend and make it
sustainable.  While attendance at the monthly business meeting
has increased, I’d like to find other ways for our members to
interact with each other.

For example, many of our members host ops sessions for their
crew.  What if we had an Ops Session weekend that gave others
the opportunity to operate on these layouts.  What an opportunity
to learn new ideas for operating (and for some to learn how much
fun operating can be).

What if we had some “Make and Take” clinics that allowed the
attendees to learn something new AND take it home with them?

These are just two thoughts.  There are also technologies like
Zoom and Discord that can be leveraged.  I’d like to know from
our members what type of activities you would find interesting.

We have a really great group of people and lots of incredible
talent.  My e-mail address is on the masthead of the newsletter.
I’d love to hear any and all ideas you may have.  I’ll be watching
my inbox!

... Dennis Coglianese 
The Keystone Flyer is published ten times a year by Division Two of the National Model Railroad Association, Mid-Central Region.
Subscription to the Flyer is included with your NMRA membership and sent via e-mail directly to each member who chooses to
receive the newsletter in this format. Alternatively, you may also read the Flyer online, or download a copy onto your computer or
mobile device by navigating to the link on the Division Two website [www.keystonedivision.org]. Members without internet access or
an e-mail address may request a printed copy from the Division; please send your name, address, and phone number to:  Patrick
Altdorfer, Editor, 6333 Morrowfield Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15217. Pike ads are available to publicize your home or club model rail
empires for a $15.00 yearly fee. You may supply artwork or have it produced by the editor for a nominal fee. Pike ads are also posted
in full color on the Division website. 

Division Elected Officers

Superintendent 
Dennis Coglianese

(412) 418-9150 
DJCoglianese@comcast.net 

Asst. Superintendent 
George Pandelios
(717) 503-3192 

gpandelios@verizon.net 

Chief Clerk 
Mike DeSensi 

(412) 613-4383 
chiefclerk.div2@gmail.com 

Division Appointed Officers

Treasurer Company Store 
Jeff Gregg Susan Werner 
(724) 348-5855 (724) 379-8584 
jwg625@comcast.net swerner48@yahoo.com 

Webmaster & Membership   Keystone Flyer Editor

Tom Gaus Patrick Altdorfer 
(412) 731-8846 (412) 559-3079 
webmaster@keystonedivision.org patrick.altdorfer@gmail.com 

Achievement Program

Dennis Vaccaro, Chair Susan Werner, Asst. Chair 
(724) 929-2190 (724) 379-8584 
vaccaro_dennis@yahoo.com swerner48@yahoo.com 

Bring ‘n’ Brag

Tracy Boyd Richard Terek 

(410) 919-7115 rjtgbg1@comcast.net 

Convention Committee Jamboree Committee

Keith DeVault   Grier Keuhn

(304) 599 5261 gekeuhn@comcast.net

devaultkj@comcast.net Neal Schorr

naskss@yahoo.com. 

Modular Layouts

FreeMo (HO scale) T-Trak (N scale) 
Patrick Altdorfer Richie Jodon | Jim Braum 
patrick.altdorfer@gmail.com richjodon30@gmail.com 

jimmy_braum@yahoo.com 

mailto:devaultkj@comcast.net
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Dennis Coglianese

Minutes of the May 6, 2023, Keystone Division Business Meeting

As moved and approved by the attending membership at the March Business Meeting, the Keystone
Division held its May Business Meeting at the Rails to Pittsburgh Mid-Central Regional Convention.

The minutes of this meeting were prepared by Superintendent Dennis Coglianese since no other
officers were able to attend.
Superintendent Coglianese called the meeting to order at approximately 11:52am in the Chestnut Room
at the convention hotel.  Attendance was very low because of the convention, so Superintendent
Coglianese announced that no business would be transacted at this meeting.

Superintendent Coglianese also announced that there would be no motion to accept the minutes of the
April meeting, again because of the low attendance.  They will be up for approval at the June Business
Meeting.

Committee Reports were limited to the Treasurer’s Report from Jeff Gregg, (the division is solvent),
the Rails to Pittsburgh Committee by Keith DeVault (the convention seems to be going well) and the
2024 Jamboree by Grier Keuhn who detailed concerns about the proposed Jamboree venue that has a
problem with a sink hole in the parking lot.  No other committee heads were in attendance.

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made and approved by those attending.  Superintendent
Coglianese adjourned the meeting at approximately 12:16 pm.

At the Convention….

Our own Frank Benders
was among the folks
receiving plaques from the
Region, thanking him for
his recently-ended tenure
as a Division officer.
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NEW MMR SPOTLIGHT 

TWO Division 2 members were awarded their Master Model Railroader awards at the MCR Convention!   Susan Werner and
Richard Turton received their MMR plaques at the convention banquet which was attended by National and Regional NMRA
leadership. 

The MMR is a longstanding (50 years?) honor, awarded by the National NMRA.  You, too, can become an MMR!  The process is
widely praised for the discipline, attention to detail, and breadth of skills that it imparts on the modeler.  Speak to Dennis Vaccaro
(Div 2 Achievement Program chair) to learn more.
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Gary P. Nastase - President & CEO 
Kathleen A. Nastase - Train Wifey … R.I.P. 
207 State Street 
Woodbury, PA 16695 
gpnastase02j20@gmail.com 

—-  YOUR AD HERE  -— 

The ASPEN SUB along the B&O 
from Morgantown to Keyser 

Keith and Janet DeVault 
546 Aspen Street, Morgantown, WV 

(304) 276-2509  devaultkj@comcast.net 



More Convention Pics
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 At lef, we see an overview of the
Keystone Division Freemo layout
(HO scale) which was in atendance
as a small point-to-point switching
operaton in the main hallway. 

Our division combined with
members from other local groups
from around the region to form a
rather impressive N-scale T-track
modular layout.

Several other portable layouts were
in atendance.   My favorite was this
wee N Scale steel mill shipping dock
scene. 

The Steel Mill Modelers SIG (an
NMRA Special Interest Group) is
holding its annual meetng in
Pitsburgh over the weekend of July
26-30.

You can get more info and register
at this site:

htps://smmsig.org/2023-annual-
meet/
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MEETING TIMETABLE 

June 25: Tri-Town Area Historical Society 
Dawson, PA 
The division returns in June to the Tri-Town Historical Society
(203 Howell Street, Dawson, PA 15428), where we last met for
our May 2019 meetng (although some of you may have visited
the layout on Jamboree Sunday last April). At the rear
(wheelchair accessible), the building houses the Penn Creek
Valley Railroad, a large S gauge freelanced layout designed to
suggest the landscapes and industries of southwestern
Pennsylvania in the approximate era of 1950-1962. The layout is
curated by the Pitsburgh S Gaugers and is a fully scale (not hi-
rail) display featuring a variety of commercial, kit, and scratch-
built locomotves, rolling stock, and structures. The layout has
been publicized in Model Railroader and Classic Toy Trains. The
layout will be open for viewing from 12 Noon to 2pm and afer
the meetng. 

The actual meetng will be held across the street in the social
hall of the Philip Cochran Memorial Church (209 Griscom Street).
The program this month is internatonal in nature: Andy Blenko
will present “Trains across the Pond” — a look at passenger rail
service and the magnifcent statons he saw on his 2022 trip to
the United Kingdom. 

August 23:  Annual PICNIC
Henley Park, Leetsdale, PA 
The division returns in August to Leetsdale,
PA for our annual PICNIC at Henley Park.
This locaton is great for train-watching,
being just across Route 65 from the Broad
Way… the ex-PRR Fort Wayne Line west
from Pitsburgh. (roughly milepost 14 from
downtown).

Come early, and work up an appette by
watching trains in the area. The industrial
park at Leetsdale, and Conway Yard (7 miles
west) each have overhead bridge views… but
there are numerous other good spots all
along the line.

The Division will supply the burgers, dogs,
and fxins.  Members are asked to bring a
covered dish.  Full details in the next Flyer.
Start thinking of what you’ll bring to add to
the menu!
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The Keystone Flyer 
Division Two, NMRA, MCR 
P.O. Box 223 
Gastonville, PA 15336 

NEXT MEETING: 
June 25, 2023, Dawson, PA: Tri-Town Historical Society

www.MVRRC.org 



More Convention Pics
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Awards Banquet Overview

Another N Scale display layout

Another view of the T-track layout

Above:  The Awards Banquet

Right: Another N Scale layout
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Round the Curve to Altoona 
October 19-22, 2023 

htp://mer2023.org/index.html 

The Mid-Eastern Region’s annual conventions rotate throughout the MER so that each geographic
area will have a nearby convention on a regular basis. The host areas are North Carolina or
Southern Virginia, Washington DC, Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Eastern New Jersey. Pennsylvania
is the selected area for our 2023 convention with the Susquehanna Division 11 as host. 

The previous two conventions held in Pennsylvania were in King of Prussia and in Harrisburg. We
wanted to find a host city that was farther to the west, and it was not difficult to identify Altoona as an
ideal place to hold this convention. A very successful MER convention was held there in 2000. In
2000, the host hotel was the Altoona Sheridan which is now called the Altoona Grand Hotel under its
new management. It was again selected as the host hotel for our 2023 convention. 

Jerry Lauchle, MMR was appointed chairman of the Local Convention Committee (LCC) in February
2022. Jerry plans to attend the MCR Convention we are hosting in Cranberry this May, on Friday
and Saturday, to present information about their plans for Altoona 2023. Watch the Keystone Flyer
throughout this year for more information about this convention, and other exciting upcoming
prototype and model railroad events. 



Contest Chair Report
Rails to Pitsburgh 2023

May 8, 2023

The Contest Administration Committee ran the contest with the following members present:
Larry Willming Rick Montgomery Don Coulter Roy Allen
Bob Belt Larry Smith Rick Terek Mary Pescatore
Rob Twigger Neal Schorr David Williams Michael DeSensi
Dave Stanton John Hemsath Arley Mitchell
Frank & Jan Benders, Acting Co-Chairs

The following members judged the contest:
Laura Jodon Debra Hudak Becky Turton Richard Turton,MMR
Mike Hauk David Ellis Michael DeSensi Bob Weinheimer, MMR
Bert Wisbar Mike Hohn, MMR Susan Werner, MMR Robert Belt, MMR
Fred Soward, MMR Richie Jodon John Hemsath, MMR Larry K Smith, MMR
Ron Morgan Steve Zapatowki, MMR Frank Stevenson Ed Dirkin
Cecil Stuart Bruce DeMaeyer

The total of one hundred fifty-two entries included thirty models, forty-two photos, seventy-four T-TRAK
modules, and six Arts & Crafts entries.  Fifteen entries earned Merit Awards. 

The following awards were given:

People’s Choice

Favorite Locomotive 
Steve Zapatowski   MMR Big Creek Timber Co. Speeder 3 (Hon3)

Favorite Car 
Rick Montgomery          Flatcar Load Caboose

Favorite Structure 
Steve Zapatowski  MMR              Pacific Cordage

Favorite Display
 Kevin Squire                              Boxcar Display in 3 scales
Favorite Prototype Photo 

Jerry Jordak              Blowing Off Steam
Favorite Model Photo 

Rick Ware, NCR                      Team Track New Baltimore & Fairhaven (HO) of Greg Rich MMR
Favorite Arts & Crafts Entry 
 Rick Ware, NCR              Night Crew art quilt
Favorite Module 

Mike DeSensi           Engine Facility and Roundhouse

Module Contest

1st Place T-TRAK Module
 Mike DeSensi Engine Facility and Roundhouse

2nd Place T-TRAK Module
Richie Jodon Ocean View

T-TRAK Best of Show 
Kevin Squire Freight House Road
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hModel Contest
1st Place Steam Locomotive 

Anthony Parrish Guyan Valley 2-8-4 1966

1st Place Diesel & Other Locomotives 
Steve Zapatowski MMR  Big Creek Timber Co. Speeder 3 (Hon3)

2nd Place Diesel & Other Locomotives
Anthony Parrish Midland  Atlantic GP40-2 Mother and F7A Slug Unit

1st Place Passenger Car
Richard Turton MMR Western Maryland Passenger Car No. 835

1st Place Freight Car
Robert Belt MMR D&RGW Highside Gondola #1536

2nd Place Freight Car
Roy Allen D&RGW 9200 Series Hi-side Gondola Fn3

3rd Place Freight Car
Richard Turton MMR Greenbrier & Elk Rive Logging Flatcar

1st Place Caboose
Richard Turton MMR Western Maryland Steel Caboose No. 1860

2nd Place Caboose
J eff Burch Norfolk & Western Class CF Caboose

1st Place Non-Revenue Car
Jim Grell M1920 Railway Gun

2nd Place Non-Revenue Car
Mark Maynard CM & WS Water Car

3rd Place Non-Revenue Car
Mark Maynard CM and WS Boom Flat

1st Place Structure
Jerald Krueger Pete’s Barber Shop

2nd Place Structure
Neal Schorr Split Entry Home

1st Place Display
Bob Frankrone Sunrise Feed Display

2nd Place Display
Kevin Squire Boxcar Display in 3 scales

Model Best of Show
Steve Zapatowski MMR Pacific Cordage
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ddPhoto Contest
1st Place Model Color Photo

Keith Devault CSX 6487 Leading Coal Drag
2nd Place Model Color Photo

Neal Schorr Class J Texas at Port Royal
3rd Place Model Color Photo

Rick Ware, NCR Grafton Locomotive Facilities – B & O layout (HO) of Bob Case

1st Place Model B&W Photo
Rick Ware, NCR Team Track – New Baltimore & Fairhaven layout of Greg Rich MMR

2nd Place Model B&W Photo
Rick Ware, NCR Coal Pier – New Baltimore & Fairhaven layout of Greg Rich MMR

3rd Place Model B&W Photo
Neal Schorr Mifflin Tower

1st Place Prototype Color Photo
Jerry Jordak Welcome to Burnside

2nd Place Prototype Color Photo
Keith Devault CSX 7869 in Snow Mountains of West Virginia

3rd Place Prototype Color Photo
Keith Devault NS 9662 Leading Loaded Coal Drag

1st Place Prototype B&W Photo
Rick Ware, NCR Appalachian Spring – Cass No. 11 with coaches

2nd Place Prototype B&W Photo
Rick Ware Michigan Steam – Little River 110 & Pere Marquette 1225 at Owosso

3rd Place Prototype B&W Photo
Jim Braum Never Forget

Photo Best of Show
Keith Devault CSX 6280 Passing Signals

\Arts & Crafs

1st Place Arts & Crafts – General 
Marie Ware, NCR Diamond Dotz bookmarks

1st Place Arts & Crafts – Needlework
Marie Ware, NCR Sea Turtle

2nd Place Arts & Crafts – Needlework
Rick Ware, NCR Danger – Keep Out

3rd Place Arts & Crafts – Needlework
Rick Ware, NCR Holly Heron

1st Place Arts & Crafts – Railroadiana
Rick Ware, NCR Night Crew art quilt

Best of Show Arts & Crafts
Rick Ware, NCR A Tale of Two Bridges

Special Awards

Martha Newberry Award
Steve Zapatowski MMR Pacific Cordage

Shorty Parker Award
Jerry Lauchle MMR, M Vintage Steam Shovel

Respectfully Submitted,
    Frank and Jan Benders, acting Co-chairs
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